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What are the Key Stage 1 SATs? 

 A series of Statutory tests in Reading and Maths taken by the 

children at the end of Year 2. 

 Schools may choose to administer the 2017 KS1 English 

grammar, punctuation and spelling test and use the result to 

inform teacher assessment, but there is no requirement to do 

so. 

 There are six papers altogether across English and Mathematics. 

 All Year Two children around the country will be taking their 

SATS assessments in May, with final assessments being sent to 

county at the end of June. 

 We will report the children’s results to you at the end of the 

school year. 

 



What will it look like at Barnes Farm 

Infants? 

 The first thing to say about the Key Stage 1 tests is that your 

child may be completely unaware that they are taking them.  

 At Barnes Farm Infants, we have considerable flexibility in 

how we implement the tests and much of it will feel like a 

normal classroom day. 

 Our class teachers will do their best to ensure that children 

are not at all concerned about the tests. To allow this, the 

tests do not need to be taken on a specific day, but can be 

throughout the month of May near the end of Year 2, with 

pupils either individually, in groups or all together as a class.  

 



Reporting SATs 

 An average Year Two child will meet the ‘expected’ 
standards at the end of Year Two. 

 Key Stage tests will provide children with a scaled score, 
which the teachers use to inform their final judgement at 
the end of Year 2. 

 Schools can choose their own assessment methods during the 
child’s journey through school. We currently use Target 
Tracker as do many other schools around the country. 

 Teachers assessments in mathematics and reading will be 
externally set and internally marked, unless moderated by 
the Local authority. 

 An externally-set test in grammar, punctuation and spelling 
will inform the teacher assessment of writing. 

 

 



Reporting to parents at the end of Year 

Two 

 Children will be reported by schools as: 

 P scale (usually our children who have additional needs (SEN) 

 Growing development of the standard (below expected 
standards) 

 Working towards the expected standard 

 Working at the expected standard 

 Working at greater depth within the expected standard. 

 Children will need to have “consistent attainment” of all 
statements except handwriting (at working towards and 
expected). They DO need to have met handwriting to achieve 
greater depth judgment. 

 



Reading 

 The reading test for Year 2 pupils will involve two separate papers: 

 Paper 1 consists of a selection of texts totalling 400 to 700 words, 

with questions interspersed. 

 Paper 2 comprises a reading booklet of a selection of passages 

totalling 800 to 1100 words. Children will write their answers in a 

separate booklet. 

 Each paper is worth 50 per cent of the marks, and should take 

around 30 minutes, but children will not be strictly timed, as the 

tests are not intended to assess children’s ability to work at speed.  

 The texts in the reading papers will cover a range of fiction, non-

fiction and poetry. They will get progressively more difficult towards 

the end of the test. Teachers will have the option to stop the test at 

any point that they feel is appropriate for a particular child. 

 



Reading – Types of Questions 

 There will be a variety of question types: 

 Multiple choice 

 Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show in which 

order they happened in the story’ 

 Matching, e.g. ‘Match the character to the job that they do in the 

story’ 

 Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title’ 

 Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that shows what the 

weather was like in the story’ 

 Short answer, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’ 

 Open-ended answer, e.g. ‘Why did Lucy write the letter to her 

grandmother? Give two reasons’ 
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Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation 

 Children taking Key Stage 1 SATs will sit two separate 

papers in grammar, spelling and punctuation. 

 Paper 1: a 20-word spelling test (writing the missing words 

in the answer booklet) taking approximately 15 minutes, 

but it is not strictly timed and worth 10 marks. 

 Paper 2: a grammar, punctuation and vocabulary test, in 

two sections of around 10 minutes each (with a break 

between, if necessary), worth 20 marks. This will involve 

a mixture of selecting the right answers e.g. through 

multiple choice, and writing short answers. 
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