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EARLY LEARNING GOALS

 By the end of Foundation Stage all children are assessed against 
the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELG). The ELG’s are a collection of 
statements which sets out the expected level of attainment at 
the end of the EYFS.  

 There are 17 ELGS drawn from seven areas of learning.

 At the end of the year they will be assessed as either: 
Emerging, Expected or Exceeding.

 These levels will be shared with you on your child’s report and 
discussed at the final parents evening.

 ‘Emerging’ - working towards the ELG.

 ‘Expected’- achieved the ELG.

 ‘Exceeding’ - working significantly above the ELG and met the 
‘exceeding’ outcomes. 



7 areas of learning

The 3 prime areas are;

• Personal, social and 
emotional 
development (PSED)

• Physical 
development (PD)

• Communication and 
language 

The 4 specific areas 
are;

• Literacy 

• Mathematics

• Understanding of 
the world

• Expressive arts and 
design 



Reading 

Expected:
 Read and understand simple sentences 
 Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 
accurately 
 Read some common irregular words. 
 Demonstrate an understanding when talking with others about what they 
have read.

Exceeding:  
 Read phonetically regular words of more than one syllable as well as 
many irregular but high frequency words
 Use phonetic, semantic and syntactic knowledge to understand 
unfamiliar vocabulary 
 Can describe the main events in the simple stories they have read



Reading 



Assessment Focus
1. Use a range of strategies including accurate decoding of text to read for 

meaning.

2. Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas and 
use quotation and reference from text.

3. Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from text.

4. Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, 
including grammatical and presentational features.

5. Explain and comment on writers’ use of language inc. grammatical and 
literary features at word and sentence level.

6. Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall 
effect of the text on the reader.

7. Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical traditions.



Writing

Expected:

 Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match 
their spoken sounds

 Also write some irregular common words

 Write sentences which can be read by themselves and others

 Some words are spelt correctly and other are phonetically plausible

Exceeding:

 Children can spell phonetically regular words of more than                       
one syllable as well as many irregular but high frequency                              
words

 Use key features of narrative in their own writing 



Writing



Number

 Expected

Children count reliably with numbers from 1 to 20, place them in 
order and say which number is one more or one less than a given 
number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two 
single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They 
solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing.

 Exceeding

Children estimate a number of objects and check quantities by 
counting up to 20. They solve practical problems that involve 
combining groups of 2, 5 or 10, or sharing into equal groups.



Expected Levels of development



The doubling halving and sharing within the ELG is 
in relation to practical contexts and within 
routines. 

Children with effective learning characteristics in 
maths: 

 are willing to have a go 

 are involved and concentrating  

 have their own ideas 

 choose ways to do things 

 find new ways of doing things 

 enjoy achieving what they set out to do       



Exemplification Videos 

Trap for Baddies: (EAD/Technology/Literacy/PSED/C&L)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsyaDbq-fFI

Show jumping: (EAD/PSED/C&L/Number/Literacy)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuP3CaVRMg8

Getting creative: (EAD/PSED/C&L)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZEARBwUU4M

Number Line: (Number/PSED/C&L)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYhhCcokBF8
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