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https://www.barnesfarminfants.co.uk
Follow us on Twitter: @FarmBarnes

Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you are all well – whether you are working at home or in school. It has been a very busy week (as
you will see from our packed newsletter!). We are continuing to develop our remote education and
appreciate the support being given by the adults at home to our children. The school has published its
remote learning expectations and guidance on the website alongside the remote learning for the week.
This clearly outlines the provision in place by the school. The Prime Minister announced this week that it
will not be possible to resume face-to-face learning immediately after half-term and instead hopes it will
be safe to commence the reopening of schools and colleges from Monday 8th March. In school, we will
continue with the remote learning provision and keep you updated of any further announcements. As a
community we are working together to keep everyone safe.
PurpleMash Virtual Playtime
Over the next two weeks, I will be dropping in each day to a class virtual playtime to say ‘Hello’ to the
children and join their chat. I will be involved with every class over the next two weeks and look forward
to virtually speaking to the children.
Positive Test Return from a COVID test
If you or your child has a positive test result returned for COVID 19 please inform the school by calling the
school office – 01245 467474. Anyone receiving a positive test return over the weekend for a pupil will
need to contact the wellbeing phone on 07850 903896 and leave a message. A member of the leadership
team will return your call. It is important that we are notified of any cases so that we can support not only
those unwell/isolating but the track and trace team.
Please can I ask that the wellbeing phone is only used for COVID reporting at the weekend. Staff will be
available to talk Monday to Friday regarding all other matters.
Keeping in Touch
A keeping in touch letter has been sent to you today reminding those at home to keep in touch with us
while the children are learning remotely. Please ensure that you email class accounts by next Wednesday
to let us know that you are safe and well.
Stay safe and take care
Mrs Farmer

What’s Going on at Barnes Farm Infants
Children’s Mental Health Week – 1-7 February 2021 – ‘Express Yourself’

Next week we will be celebrating Children’s Mental Health Week. At this tricky time, it is more important
than ever that we teach the children to look after their mental health. There will be an assembly on
Monday to introduce this year’s theme with a link sent via Tapestry to watch the ‘Place2Be’ assembly if
you would like to find out more about the charity. We will be encouraging the children to find creative
ways to express themselves and to explore new activities that they may enjoy, keeping their minds active
and healthy. To celebrate, we will also be asking the children to ‘Dress to Express’. If they would like to
take part, they can dress up in their favourite clothes, dressing up outfits or whatever else they would like
and upload a photo to Tapestry. We are looking forward to seeing them find new ways to express
themselves 😊

Daily Wellbeing – Mrs Collins

We have loved seeing all your pictures, poses and videos this week of ‘Mighty Monday, Thoughtful
Tuesday, Wishes Wednesday, Thankful Thursday, Friendly Friday, Self-care Saturday and Successes
Sunday’.
Mrs Collins will be adding more videos to Tapestry everyday next week to help you think about your
wellbeing. We hope that you have enjoyed meeting our new friends and look forward to finding out more
about them next week.

Wellbeing Wednesday – Starting Week Beginning 1st February 2021

To coincide with Children’s Mental Health Week, from week commencing 1st February, we will be
introducing ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’. This means that we will be encouraging less screen time and more
creative and Wellbeing activities linked to our curriculum on Wednesday afternoons - the teachers will be
providing lots of creative ideas for you to enjoy. #BFISMakeMemories

Keeping Safe Online

During this time of Remote Learning, it is more important than ever that we all ensure that we are keeping
children safe online. Please take a look at our website for help and guidance. There is also information
on eSafety Parent/Carer Workshops run by The Essex Child and Wellbeing Service that you may find very
helpful.
https://www.barnesfarminfants.co.uk/page/?title=Online+Safety&pid=490

Eco Council News - Springfield Parish Council Schools Competition – Miss Talbot
Hello Barnes Farm!
We have been given a very important task from the Springfield Parish Council. They would like us to each
come up with a design for the front cover of their magazine (The Springfield Pump). Your design must
have something to do with the local environment (flowers, gardens, parks, animals etc.). Your design can
be a photo, drawing or painting as long as it is A5 size. If you would like to take part, please have your
designs sent to your teacher by 19th February 2021.
They will look through all of the designs sent in from us and other schools and pick their favourite to go
on the front cover an upcoming issue of the magazine. If you have any questions, please ask your class
teacher who can send me a message.
Good luck!
Reading at Home - Mrs Merrick
Remember in school, the children all take part in the ‘Reading Game’. They are awarded with certificates
for reaching key milestones in the game. We ask that you read with your child at least four times a week
and log this in their Home/School diary so we can ensure that your child receives their certificate. As many
of you will be learning at home, please take a photo of your child’s Home/School diary and upload it to
Tapestry so that we can award the certificates to you virtually.
Spring Term Reading Competition – Mrs Merrick
To encourage a lifelong love of reading at home and school, we will be running a sponsored read to
celebrate World Book Day later this term. This will take place between Monday 8th February until Friday
5th March. The competition/project is being organised in conjunction with our local Usborne
representative, Charlene Riviere, and all the money raised will go towards brand new books for our school.
In addition to the sponsorship money, Usborne also will donate up to 60% of the total raised

in EXTRA FREE BOOKS to the school. If we can raise £600, we will get an extra £360 in FREE Usborne
books! There will also be additional prizes for children who raise the most money! There is still some time
until the competition starts and more details of exactly what it will entail will follow in the next couple of
weeks.
Year 1 – Mrs Merrick
For the last couple of weeks, we have been very busy in Year 1 learning lots about famous landmarks and
places in London as part of our Let’s Explore topic as well as learning important features of different
religions. To show our understanding of what we have been learning, the children have been very creative
not only in their writing, but their art and craft projects too. The children have built their own model
creations of famous London landmarks using items they could find around the home, completed fact files,
as well as make their own interpretation of religious traditions using arts and crafts from around the
home.

Foundation Stage - Mrs Bentham
Well done for another amazing week of learning at home and in school with Miss Crussell. Thank you also
to all our parents and carers who are supporting the learning at home. We have started spelling tests to
make sure that our Tricky Words stick in our memories and we become more confident to read and write
them on our own. Please upload pictures of your child’s reading record. We have given out a few reading
certificates this week to celebrate 75 and even 100 reads at home!
This week was our last week researching dinosaurs. We have had so many pictures of box habitats and
the children in school have done a wonderful job too. I have included some amazing pictures for our
school community to share with us.
Thank you to Polly and Skye in Badgers who said we can share their Art Attack dinosaurs too!

Fox Class Dinosaur Land Habitats: Thank you Amelie, Archie, Mia and Emma

Badger Class Dinosaur Land Habitats: Thank you Jackson, Libby, Lara, Alfie, Izzy, Willow-Rose, Oliver,
Abigail and Jude

Rabbit Class Dinosaur Land Habitats: Thank you Charlie, Emily, Aisha and Stevie

Next week, we will be asking you to talk about stories, solve maths problems and begin our Well-Being
Wednesday activities.

General Reminders
Reporting Sickness Absence
It is very important that you continue to telephone the school office if your child is unwell and unable to
complete their Remote Learning due to illness.
Please also continue to contact us if you family are self-isolating due to someone in your household
showing symptoms of coronavirus or awaiting test results. This can be reported by emailing
covid@barnesfarm-inf.essex.sch.uk or calling the BFIS Wellbeing phone on 07850 903896.

BFIS Film
We are so please to share with you all our school’s short film. Permission has been given by all
parents/carers for this film to be shared for promoting the school and therefore, please feel free to share
this link with family and friends. Please click on the below link to view on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wb7gvEmbSb8 Clubs
Follow us on Twitter?
If you have a Twitter account, why not follow our school …
@FarmBarnes
This is a platform for the school to share news and successes. General communication with parents and
carers regarding school arrangements will be through letters and regular Newsletters home.
Attendance for the Year
Our target for the year is 97%. It is important that your child is in school for their allocated stagger time
each day. By being in on time, the children will be ready for a prompt start to their learning. Children
arriving after registration will be recorded as late.
If you are removing your child from school for any reason other than absence due to illness an ‘Application
for Leave of Absence from School During Term Time’ form will need to be completed and sent to the
office.

Celebration Awards
Reception
Badger
Fox
Rabbit

Nancy
Noah
Emily D
Year 1

Hedgehog
Squirrel
Otter

Lucca
George
Abigail

Year 2
Barn Owl
Snowy Owl
Tawny Owl

Ruby
Harvey
Stanley

Barnes Farm Infants Governing Body
Heidi Hards - Chair of Governors - Parent Governor
Rebecca Pascoe-Youell - Vice Chair of Governors - Community Governor
Mrs Z. Farmer - Headteacher
Mrs K. Robinson – Assistant Headteacher and Staff Governor
Elizabeth Keeley - Community Governor
Yvonne Spence – Community Governor
Katie Corbett – Parent Governor
Miss C. Hook – KS1 Leader and Staff Governor

Diary of Events
NON-PUPIL DAYS
nd

Wednesday 2 September 2020
Friday 23rd October 2020
Monday 4th January 2021
Monday 22nd February 2021
Friday 28th May 2021

SPRING TERM 1
Monday 4th January 2021

Non-Pupil Day (Staff only)

Tuesday 5th January 2021

Pupils Back

Friday 12th February 2021
Monday 22nd February 2021
Tuesday 23rd February 2021

Last Day of Term
Non-Pupil Day (Staff only)
Pupils Back

School closed to all children who
can safely learn at home.
Remote Learning

School closed to all children who
can safely learn at home.
Remote Learning

SCHOOL CLOSES FOR HOLIDAY – Friday 12th February 2021 at 3.15pm
HALF TERM HOLIDAY – Monday 15th February 2021 – Friday 19th February 2021

