Friday 05.03.2021
https://www.barnesfarminfants.co.uk
Follow us on Twitter: @FarmBarnes

Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the support you have given the school whilst the
school has been directing most of the children to remote learning. We would not have been able to
continue the children’s education without the home support we have seen. Thank you also to all the
parents/carers that completed our remote learning survey. Those that left a special message for
individual/groups of staff, these will be delivered next week – I know already how touched the staff will
be by your kind words and recognition.

As we prepare this week for the full return of all children on Monday (8th), we are starting to fill with
excitement about being back together (in our bubbles of course!). We have sent to you all this week,
parent/carer letter and FAQ, plus there is additional information on your child’s Tapestry account. Please
remember that there is a wealth of information on the school’s website, including COVID19 support:
https://www.barnesfarminfants.co.uk/
Remember that the school has new systems in place including staggered start and finish times:
8:40am - 3:10pm – Reception
8:45am – 3:15pm – Year 1
8:50am – 3:20pm – Year 2

On Monday, can I remind you:






Face masks must be worn onsite by all adults unless exempt
Keep 2m from others – social distancing
There is a one-way system operating in the school – Field gate is the entrance in the morning and
office gate is the entrance in the evening
‘Drop and Go’ system – please do not wait on the playground talking to others
Only one adult to accompany your child at drop off/pick up times

All measures that the school have put in place are to keep our community safe – we rely on the support
of all to make this happen.

This week, we celebrated World Book Day both in school and at home. The children looked fantastic – as
did the staff! Please see below for more pictures.
Messages from the DfE this Week
Lateral Flow Device Testing at Home
Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the virus. Parents
and other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not have symptoms, can now
access regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and support bubbles.
Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare or support
bubble to collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly:


through your employer, if they offer testing to employees



by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2 packs of
7 tests



by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing through
other routes, this frees up home delivery for those who need it most

If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in England, please call 119 (free from mobiles and
landlines). Lines are open every day from 7am to 11pm.
Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a test.
Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the vaccine, washing
hands, wearing face coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a vital role in reducing
transmission rates. Getting into the habit of regular testing as part of our everyday lives will help us all to
play our part and do what we can to protect each other.
Travelling to school safely


if you live a short distance from your school or college, walk, cycle or scoot to and from school
wherever it is possible and safe to do so



avoid sharing a car with anyone outside of your household or support bubble



if you are using public transport to get to school or college, plan ahead and allow more time for
your journey



when you are travelling by public or dedicated school transport, don’t forget to:
o wear a face covering (unless you are exempt, including if you are aged 11 and under). It is
important you wear them for the entirety of your journey, including inside a bus or train
station
o social distance where possible
o wash or sanitise your hands regularly
o be considerate to fellow passengers and staff.

Once again, I just want to stress that we are looking forward to seeing the children all return on Monday.
We do rely on the whole school community to keep us safe and by following the points we have outlined
above, you will be able to support us further.
Stay safe and take care
Mrs Farmer

What’s Going on at Barnes Farm Infants

World Book Day – Thursday 4th March - Mrs Merrick
Year 2

We had a great time in Year 2 for World Book Day at home and in school. We listened to stories, talked
about our favourite characters, wrote a book review and made up our own books too. We made some
Roald Dahl creations based on our favourite stories by him and even did an ‘Enormous Crocodile’ dance!
Year 1
The children in Year 1 had a fantastic day celebrating World Book Day! We dressed as our favourite
characters to complete our learning; we invented new characters for our favourite stories and we built
magical reading dens to read in with our families.

Reception
We have had a fantastic day celebrating World Book Day in Reception. We have been taking part in lots
of activities all around the story ‘Blown Away’ by Rob Biddulph. We have read stories, dressed up, retold
stories and written sentences about our favourite parts. We also took part in a reading challenge that
involved reading in as many different places/ ways as possible.

To further celebrate World Book Day, the sponsored read started on Tuesday 23rd February and will
continue until Tuesday 23rd March. Please encourage your child to read as much as they can during this
time, the more money raised the more books the school can purchase to encourage a lifelong love of
reading. The competition is being organised in conjunction with our local Usborne representative,
Charlene Riviere, and all the money raised will go towards brand new books for our school. In addition to
the sponsorship money, Usborne also will donate up to 60% of the total raised in EXTRA FREE BOOKS to
the school. If we can raise £600, we will get an extra £360 in FREE Usborne books! There will also be
additional prizes for children who raise the most money!

PSHE Curriculum – Mrs Robinson

SCARF - Me and My Relationships
We're thinking about the skills needed for friendships and teamwork. We're also thinking about people
who are special to us and who we can turn to for help, when needed. Here are some specially designed
SCARF at home activities for parent/carers to use.
h https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/home-learning-unit-1

Reading at Home - Mrs Merrick
Remember in school, the children all take part in the ‘Reading Game’. They are awarded with certificates
for reaching key milestones in the game. We ask that you read with your child at least four times a week
and log this in their Home/School diary so we can ensure that your child receives their certificate. As many
of you will be learning at home, please take a photo of your child’s Home/School diary and upload it to
Tapestry so that we can award the certificates to you virtually.
Foundation Stage – Mrs Bentham
In our Mantle of the Expert topic this week we have been preparing to set off on our journey through
Storyland to help Mummy Pig. The children have been making amazing maps to help us find our way.
Here are some lovely examples:

Mathematics-Mrs Hanson
I hope that you are all enjoying learning new concepts and persevering if things get challenging in your
mathematics lessons. Remember that the more you practise the more you will remember! I have attached
another game for you to play at home. This is a great way of developing your mathematical skills and
having fun at the same time! Please share some of your thoughts and photographs with your teachers so
that we can see what mathematical skills/strategies you have used!
Totality (maths.org)

British Science Week Competition - Miss Crussell
British Science Week is 5.3.21- 14.3.21 and STEMPOINT is running a competition to celebrate this. To take
part in the competition you need to ‘create’ an insect using 4 sheets of paper only. You can only use paper
and scissors to create your insect (no glue, sticky tape, staples or paperclips should be used). Be as
creative - you may want to do some research into different insects before you decide on your favourite to
create. Once you have created your insect send a picture in to the admin email address (please ensure the
picture is of your paper insect creation only and does not include any children’s faces). One winner from
each year group will then be chosen to have their creations shared in the Newsletter and then one overall
winner for the school will have their incest picture sent to STEMPOINT for a chance to be named the best
paper insect in the area.
If you would like to take part please send a picture of your insect to admin@barnesfarm-inf.essex.sch.uk
no later than Monday 15th March.

Lost Property
In addition to the usual clothing, we have a variety of items in the lost property. Please see picture below.
If you recognise any of the items, can you please contact the school office on 01245 467474. If any of
these items are not claimed by Friday 26th March, they will be recycled or thrown away.

General Reminders
Reporting Sickness Absence
It is very important that you continue to telephone the school office if your child is unwell and unable to
complete their Remote Learning due to illness.
Please also continue to contact us if you family are self-isolating due to someone in your household
showing symptoms of coronavirus or awaiting test results. This can be reported by
emailing covid@barnesfarm-inf.essex.sch.uk or calling the BFIS Wellbeing phone on 07850 903896.
BFIS Film
We are so please to share with you all our school’s short film. Permission has been given by all
parents/carers for this film to be shared for promoting the school and therefore, please feel free to share
this link with family and friends. Please click on the below link to view on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wb7gvEmbSb8 Clubs
Follow us on Twitter?
If you have a Twitter account, why not follow our school …
@FarmBarnes
This is a platform for the school to share news and successes. General communication with parents and
carers regarding school arrangements will be through letters and regular Newsletters home.

Attendance for the Year
Our target for the year is 97%. It is important that your child is in school for their allocated stagger time
each day. By being in on time, the children will be ready for a prompt start to their learning. Children
arriving after registration will be recorded as late.
If you are removing your child from school for any reason other than absence due to illness an ‘Application
for Leave of Absence from School During Term Time’ form will need to be completed and sent to the
office.

Celebration Awards
Reception
Badger
Fox
Rabbit

Ben
Flynn
Lily
Year 1

Hedgehog
Squirrel
Otter

Isabelle
Jesse
Harry
Year 2

Barn Owl
Snowy Owl
Tawny Owl

Amy
George
Bamise

Barnes Farm Infants Governing Body
Heidi Hards - Chair of Governors - Parent Governor
Rebecca Pascoe-Youell - Vice Chair of Governors - Community Governor
Mrs Z. Farmer - Headteacher
Mrs K. Robinson – Assistant Headteacher and Staff Governor
Elizabeth Keeley - Community Governor
Yvonne Spence – Community Governor
Katie Corbett – Parent Governor
Miss C. Hook – KS1 Leader and Staff Governor

Diary of Events
NON-PUPIL DAYS
Wednesday 2nd September 2020
Friday 23rd October 2020
Monday 4th January 2021
Monday 22nd February 2021
Friday 28th May 2021

SPRING TERM 2
Friday 12th February 2021
Monday 22nd February 2021
Tuesday 23rd February 2021

Last Day of Term
Non-Pupil Day (Staff only)
Pupils Back

Thursday 4th March 2021

World Book Day

Monday 8th March 2021

All Pupils Back

Monday 15th March 2021
Tuesday 20th April 2021

Forest Schools – Year 1
Forest Schools – Year 1

School closed to all children who can
safely learn at home. Remote
Learning
Pupils at home and at school to dress
up as their favourite book character.
All children to return to school with
staggered timings.
Forest Schools starts back for Year 1.
Last session of Forest Schools.

SCHOOL CLOSES FOR HOLIDAY – Friday 26th March 2021 at 3.15pm
EASTER HOLIDAY – Monday 29th March 2021 – Friday 9th April 2021

