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Message from the Headteacher
I will not add too much to this edition of the newsletter as there is much to read below from
different members of the BFIS Team! All I will say is that this week has been packed full of great
learning experiences which you will hopefully see from the articles we have shared below...

Barnes Farm Big Build Competition

This week sees the launch of our Barnes Farm Big Build Art Competition! Mr Knight the Site
Manager from Beardwelll Construction is working closely with us to ensure that the children know
how the build is progressing. Over the past few weeks, we have all been over to the site to learn
about how the build is taking shape and the children have shown a great interest.
Mr Knight has launched a competition for the children to decorate the hoarding with a painting
of themselves and everyone else in our school community. He will then judge a first and second
prize for each year group and also 3 prizes for the best portraits of staff that the children have
painted.
The children have already started with our Year 2 children completing their self-portraits and they
look amazing!

A Message from Mrs Sandiford – Joint Schools’ Office Manager
For parents/carers of children entitled to FSM:
Active Essex are pleased to be delivering the Essex ActivAte holiday activity and food programme
across Essex on behalf of Essex County Council. Through the December school holidays, Essex
ActivAte will deliver face to face holiday clubs which we are delighted to say your child can be part
of. You will be entitled to logon and register your child for these clubs prior to it opening up to
anyone else.
Once your Wonde/Essex ActivAte voucher are received, parents/carers are able to book their
children on to activities for the December school holiday.
Please can I ask if you have not had a chance to look at this yet, have a look at this fantastic
opportunity for your child. Details of how to book have been sent to you individually.

Movie and Munch – Thursday 2nd December- Save the Date!

We are very pleased that this year we will be able to have our termly Movie and Munch fundraiser.
As you will know from our Sponsored Walk, we have a big list of items we would like to fundraise
for and Movie and Munch really helps us to do this. The children and Mrs Robinson will be
choosing 2 movie choices next week and we will the send a letter out with arrangements. The
children and staff always have a great time at these events so we hope that lots of children will
join us. This will also be a fantastic opportunity for a spot of Christmas shopping so we hope you
will enjoy this time too!

New to Reception 2022 Tours
For those starting school in September 2022, we are offering tours of the school with small groups
of visitors. Unlike other years, we do not feel we are able to accommodate large numbers in our
hall due to our current Covid Risk Assessment, however, we would like to extend an invite to join
us for a tour so we can show you our wonderful school. To request a tour, please complete our
Microsoft FORM below with your details and we will get back to you to confirm your tour date
and time:

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=hCgnbbdj802qXj4Y1BtIQndrnDdjNvRMvI
YB6kGPA-lUNE81VlIzSVZLV1FWV1pEWjc2R0xSTk9JSS4u
Parents and Carers can also find this link on the school’s website under our ‘New to Reception
2022’ Tab.

Teacher Led Clubs
This week the teacher led clubs have started. Each week, a member of staff leading the clubs
will let you know about all of the fun activities we have been doing.

Mrs Merrick – Book Club

The children and I had a fantastic time at Book Club this week. It was great to see the children so
enthusiastic to share their ideas and favourite books. We started the book club by making our
very own bookmark so we never lose where we are when reading our favourite story! The children
got to take these home to use with their own books at home. Next week in book club, the children
will be joining their creative ideas together to take on the next exciting project!

Children in Need 2021 - Friday 19th November - Dress Up Day

This year we will be acknowledging BBC Children in Need Day on Friday 19th November with a nonuniform day/wear something spotty day. The children are invited to wear non-school uniform and
can also wear Pudsey ears of they have them.

If you would like to donate to this cause to help children and young people across the UK when
they need help the most, we ask that you do this direct to the appeal at:
Donate to BBC Children in Need

Have a great weekend,
Mrs Farmer

Celebration Awards

Reception
Badger
Fox
Rabbit

Nyla
Lexi
Charlie
Year 1

Hedgehog
Squirrel
Otter

Kenny
Darcie B
Jessica K
Year 2

Barn Owl
Snowy Owl
Tawny Owl

Phoebe
Chloe
Scarlett

What’s Going on at Barnes Farm Infant School
Photographs
As you are aware the school photographs were taken on Thursday and Friday of last week. This is
just to inform you that the proofs will be sent to the school for us to distribute next week. The
proof will have all the details of how to purchase the prints. If you do purchase a photograph, this
will be delivered direct to the school for us to forward on to you.
There is no obligation for you to purchase photographs and the proof does not need to be
returned.
Please do not hesitate to contact the school office if you have any queries.

Reception-Mrs Bentham

This week we have been talking to Jack. We were shocked to see that Jack was very upset but
also a bit worried that he was stealing things from the giant too. We decided to speak to the man
who sold him the beans to ask him about where he had put the cow and where he had got the

beans from! Unfortunately, he would not tell us. We think there is more to this story than meets
the eye. Please talk to your children at home this week about the characters we have been talking
to in class.

BFIS Over and Above Focus

Our Capes of Success focus is ‘Quality’ and Owl Code Focus is ‘Be your Best’.
You will hopefully have seen Year 2’s fabulous self-portraits on the Barnes Farm Big Build
hoarding. Over the next few weeks, each child will be showing their ‘quality’ art skills by adding
their portrait to the board. We hope you will have fun trying to spot your friends 😊

Diwali – Mrs. White

On 4th November Hindus around the world celebrated the Festival of Lights – Diwali! In school we
had an assembly to think about this special celebration and listen to the story of Rama and Sita.
We reflected on how good wins over evil and that good friends are always there for us in good
times and bad. In class, the Year One children learnt about Diwali as part of their Religious
Education curriculum, thinking about why Rama and Sita are special to Hindus. In Reception, the
children enjoyed using many different materials to create colourful Rangoli patterns and Diva
candles. All the children loved finding out about this exciting festival and comparing it to their
own experiences.

Eco Warriors – Miss Talbot

The new Eco Committee had our first meeting this week. We spoke about our goals for the year
and how we are going to achieve them. We also discovered a competition which is being held by

The Action Pack to raise awareness of the importance of recycling, something we fully support.
The Eco Committee and I would be delighted to have as many people enter on behalf of Barnes
Farm Infant School as possible. To enter, all you need to do is create a poster encouraging people
to recycle and use the online ‘Recycling Locator’ tool (https://www.recyclenow.com/localrecycling). This website provides useful information on where and how to recycle. More
information regarding this competition and how to enter will be sent home in a letter with your
child. Thank you for your support!

SCARF – Harold the Healthy Giraffe needs your help!

We would like to say a HUGE thank you to all of the parents/carers and their extended families
who have contributed to our BFIS scarf. You may remember that we asked families to help us to
create a scarf alike to the one that Harold the Giraffe (our PSHE Mascot) wears. The idea is that
this helps the children to reflect on our values (Safety, Caring, Achievement, Resilience and
Friendship), with the SCARF being something you can wrap around a person or a whole school to
keep it safe and healthy.

We have started a display in our Atrium with our already fabulous scarf and it now stretches
around half of the Atrium...
We now need your help again to see if we can get it to stretch around the whole Atrium!
If you would like to join in, we are asking that people knit rectangles in bright/bold colours
(approx. 15cm x 30cm) and send them in to school with your child. We will then sew them
together in school to finish our lovely display.
Thank you all so much in advance for your help 😊

RSE Workshop – Mrs Robinson

Back in the summer, we offered a workshop for Parent/Carers to find out about what we teach
the children as part of our Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) curriculum.
We will be repeating this workshop now that we can meet face to face for any parent/carers that
were unable to attend or who are new to the school. The workshop aim is to give an overview of
what we teach in our RSE lessons and to support parent/carers with any questions they may have.
The workshop will take place on 18th November at 9:15am.
If you would like to attend, please complete the form on the link below:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=hCgnbbdj802qXj4Y1BtIQtFbvcAhkPdHh5
WLR98i1iBUNUNJM1hHTklUODQzMEIwWFExRkc3NVo1Ny4u

Our RSE Policy can be found on our website on the link below:
https://www.barnesfarminfants.co.uk/page/?title=BFIS+Relationships+and+Sex+Education&pid=
588

Mathematics - Mrs Hanson

We have been enjoying and developing our mathematical thinking in lessons and maths meetings
every day. We have been learning to measure using standard and non-standard units and
discussing what we notice. Why not try this activity below to further develop your mastery skills?
Sliding Puzzle (maths.org)

General Reminders
Forest School

Please find below our planned dates for year groups to enjoy Forest School for this term.

School Uniform
Our logo school uniform is supplied by Price and Buckland and can be purchased online. The
school website contains all the information you need to order online if you want to order logo
school uniform.

Reporting Sickness Absence
It is very important that we are aware if your child is unwell. Please remember to report your
child’s absence on Studybugs. You can download the app to report your child unwell. If you are
unable to use this facility, continue to telephone the school office on 01245 467973.
Please also continue to contact us you child has tested positive on a PCR test or has shown COVID
symptoms and you are taking them for a PCR test.

Attendance for the Year
Our target for the ear is 97%. It is important that your child is in school for their allocated staggered
time each day. By being on time, the children will be ready for a prompt start to their learning.
Children arriving after registration will be recorded as late. Those arriving after the late cutoff
point will be given an unauthorised mark for the session even if they are in school so it is important
that your child is in school on time.
If you are removing your child from school for any reason other than absence due to illness an
‘Application of Leave of Absence from School During Term Time’ form will need to be completed
and sent to the office.

BFIS Film
We are so pleased to share with you all our school’s short film. Permission has been given by all
parents/carers for this film to be shared for promoting the school and therefore, please feel free
to share this link with family and friends. Please click on the below link to view on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wb7gvEmbSb8

Follow us on Twitter?
If you have a Twitter account, why not follow our school…

@FarmBarnes

This is a platform for the school to share news and successes. General communication with
parents and carers regarding school arrangements will be through letters and regular newsletters
home.

NSPCC – Speak Out, Stay Safe

Our children at BFIS know that children know they have the right to:




speak out and be heard
be safe
get help when they need it

They know that the following things are NOT OK!


Hitting







Hurting children’s feelings
Privates are private
Not being looked after properly at home
Bullying
Hurting online

We pride ourselves on being a ‘Telling School’ and teach the children that to stay safe and happy,
they must share any worries with a trusted grown–up. If ever your child has any worries, we are
more than happy to help and give advice. Please contact your child’s class teacher or a member
of the Owlets Wellbeing team.

Barnes Farm Infant School Local Governing Body
Katie Corbett – Chair of Governors – Parent Governor
Elizabeth Keeley – Vice Chair of Governors – Community Governor
Heidi Hards – Parent Governor
Rebecca Pascoe-Youell – Community Governor
Mrs Z. Farmer – Headteacher
Mrs K. Robinson – Assistant Headteacher and Staff Governor
Miss C. Hook – KS1 Leader and Staff Governor
Danielle Jukes – Community Governor
Yvonne Spence – Community Governor

Diary of Events

NON PUPIL DAYS
Wednesday 1st September 2021
Thursday 21st October 2021
Friday 22nd October 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Friday 27th May 2022
Summer Term Ends Thursday 21st July 2022

AUTUMN TERM 2
Friday 19th November

Children in Need

w/c Monday 6th
December
Tuesday 23rd November
Wednesday 24th
November
Week Beginning
Monday 29th November

Last Week of
Teacher Led Clubs
Flu Immunisation
No Pens Day
New to Reception 2022
Tours

Tuesday 30th November

All in Event

Wednesday 1st December
(To Be Confirmed)
Thursday 2nd December
Thursday 2nd December

Year 1 Concert
Morning – 9.15am
Year 1 Concert
Afternoon – 1.45pm
Christmas Movie and Munch

Tuesday 7th December
(To Be Confirmed)
Wednesday 8th
December

Reception Concert
Morning – 9.15am
Reception Concert
Afternoon – 1.45pm

Children to wear something
spotty
3.15pm to 4.00pm
Details sent by ParentPay

Details available on Website
or by contacting the school
office
Chelmsford Sports and
Athletics Centre
(Invited Pupils Only)
Details to be Confirmed
Details to be Confirmed
Permission Slip and Payment
to be made on ParentPay by
Monday 29th November 2021
Details to be Confirmed
Details to be Confirmed

(To Be Confirmed)
Friday 10th December
(To Be Confirmed)
Tuesday 14th December
To Be Confirmed
Friday 17th December

Year 2 Carol Concert
3.30pm
Christmas Craft Day
Christmas Dinner and
Christmas Dress Up Day
Last Day of Term

Infant School Playground

No donations required, just
for fun.

SCHOOL CLOSES FOR HOLIDAY – Friday 17th December 2021 at 3.15pm
XMAS HOLIDAY – Monday 20th December 2021 – Monday 3rd January 2022
INSET DAY – Tuesday 4th January 2022

