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Follow us on Twitter: @FarmBarnes

Message from the Headteacher

It has been a very busy couple of weeks in school. Our Mantle of the Expert Projects are well
underway and it has been brilliant to see Reception Classes take their expert roles as
paleontologists seriously. The Year 1 classes have been learning all about London through their
book ‘Katie goes to London’. Mrs Shelsher’s Class, Squirrels, were so inspired that they decorated
our building boards with pictures of Katie and famous London landmarks!

Parking in the Local Area
Can I remind you that ASDA welcome parents/carers of Barnes Farm Schools to park at the back
of their car park on drop off and pick up times. This eases the pressure outside the schools in the
local areas. We are still receiving concerns about parking and the safety of pupils linked to parking
on the local roads directly outside of the school.
Have a great week.
Mrs Farmer

What’s Going on at Barnes Farm Infant School
Celebration Awards
BFIS Over and Above Focus
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Owl Code Focus

‘Be Confident!’ and ‘Be Honest and Respectful!’
Each week, we think about the focus of our school ethos in assembly and in class. Over the past
2 weeks, we have been being confident, and honest and respectful! We are trying hard to follow
our Owl Code and show these skills in our learning and in social situations. We have been thinking
about characters in books who have a confident attitude and how we can ourselves to cope when
we feel a bit wobbly and not sure about things 😊

SCARF – PSHE Parent/Carer and Community Workshop – Mrs Robinson

Thursday 3rd February at 12:30pm

To launch Children’s Mental Health Week (w/c 7th February 2022), we would like to invite
you to a workshop to find out about our exciting approach to our Personal, Social, Health
Education.
If you would like to find out more about this approach, please sign up to the workshop via
the Microsoft Form on the link below so that we have your details to admit you to the
meeting.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=hCgnbbdj802qXj4Y1BtIQtFbvcAhkP
dHh5WLR98i1iBUQTVESFVVTlFNVENFV1cwOTQwSk1GUlM1TS4u

Essex Music Education Hub – Mrs Shelsher

We have been delighted by the sound of music in school over the last couple of weeks. Our piano,
flute, recorder and guitar lessons have started and are proving very popular. It was wonderful to

see so many children beginning their journey to learning a musical instrument and obviously
enjoying the experience.

School Council – Mrs Merrick

The members of the school council have been very busy since the start of term! So far they have
designed and created a new display for the school council board as well as promoting this term’s
reading competition. The school council will also be promoting the school’s Owl Code and will be
given their own stickers and certificates to award to children around the school displaying the
Owl Code ethos.

Reading competition – Mrs Merrick
This term there will be a whole school reading competition! Some of the staff have used book
covers as clues to who they are – all you need to do is guess who the member of staff is
represented by the book cover. The competition was sent to all parents/carers via ParentPay and
was also be shared on your child’s Tapestry account. Email your answers to
hedgehog@barnesfarm-inf.essex.sch.uk to be in with the chance to win a prize! Good luck!

History at Barnes Farm Infant School – Mrs White
It has been brilliant to see all the History learning that has been happening at school since the
start of the year. In Year 1, the children spent time exploring how toys have changed over time
during their Toytastic topic before Christmas. The Year 2s have been very excited to find out about
the Great Fire of London this term. They have been using the Mantle of the Expert to become Fire
Marshall Experts, learning how life in the past is different to today. Both years have also had their
first History Drop a Day where they were exploring the life of a significant historical figure. We are
using these days to ensure that our History curriculum is diverse. Finally, our youngest children in
Reception have become dinosaur experts as they learn about the past through their trip to
Dinosaur Island.

Design and Technology Around the School – Miss Dick

It’s been a super start to the new year with Design and Technology around the School. All the
classes have been very busy and engaged with their learning. I have been very impressed with
each year groups planning, designing and making so far this half term!!!

Health Champions – Personal Challenge

Our Health Champions have been helping us to hula! How many ‘hulas’ can you do in 30 seconds?
Have a go with your family at home to see who can do the most 😊

Learn a Language – Year 2 – Yoruba– Mrs Hanson

In Year 2 our ‘Learn a Language’ focus for this half term is Yoruba. We have been learning how to
say ‘Good Morning’ and ‘Goodbye’ during register. We have also listened to some songs to help
us with this.
If there are any parent/carer’s who would like to come into school this term to help us learn some
new words in Yoruba during assembly, please contact Mrs Robinson or Mrs Gilbey via the school
office 😊

Reception – Mrs Bentham
This week we have been exploring Dinosaur Island. We have discovered fossils and discussed
what they tell us about the dinosaurs that lived in the past. We made clay fossils and after painting
will be bringing them home to show our families and talk about our learning.

Eco Committee – Miss Talbot

Well done to Holly in Year 2 for being a runner up in The Action Pack recycling competition we
entered before Christmas. Holly has won Barnes Farm Infant School some eco-themed books and
seed bombs. Check out Holly’s winning design below:

Essex Library's Art competition– Mrs Day
Essex Library are running an art competition open to all children aged 4-11. To enter you need to
create an A4 sized piece of artwork inspired by the Winter Reading Challenge. The finalists will
receive some art supplies and a certificate. For more information, please see the Essex Library's
website: https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/childrens-art-competition/
Entries should be handed into your local library by Saturday 5th February.
Below are some further details from Essex Library about how to enter:
 Artwork is 2D (by this we mean it should be flat)
 Entries should be handed in at your local library. An entry form should be
completed at that time. The form will ask for the following information.
o Child’s name





o Child’s age
o Parent or carers contact telephone number
The child’s name (only) should also be written on the back of the piece of their
artwork
Size should be A4
Entrants can use a range of materials and techniques from the following list:
drawing (e.g. pencil, pen, crayon, pastel, etc.), painting, printmaking, collage and
montage (photography can be integrated into the piece but we will not accept a
standalone photographic entry).

General Reminders
Class Assemblies
Class assemblies for this half term will be cancelled and we will be rescheduling them for the
summer term if restrictions/current school situation allow us to. More information to follow.

Forest School

Please find below our planned dates for year groups to enjoy Forest School in the Spring term.

In Year 2 we enjoyed Forest School. We worked together as a team to make mud pies, climb trees
safely and find bugs. We were extremely excited to have a fire and toast marshmallows during
our last session.

BFIS Nut Free School

Just a reminder that we are a nut free school. Please do not send your child to school with any
items containing nuts in their packed lunch or if you are sending any other food into school.

School Uniform
Our logo school uniform is supplied by Price and Buckland and can be purchased online. The
school website contains all the information you need to order online if you want to order logo
school uniform.

Reporting Sickness Absence
It is very important that we are aware if your child is unwell. Please remember to report your
child’s absence on Studybugs. You can download the app to report your child unwell. If you are
unable to use this facility, continue to telephone the school office on 01245 467973.

Please also continue to contact us you child has tested positive on a PCR test or has shown COVID
symptoms and you are taking them for a PCR test.

Attendance for the Year
Our target for the ear is 97%. It is important that your child is in school for their allocated staggered
time each day. By being on time, the children will be ready for a prompt start to their learning.
Children arriving after registration will be recorded as late. Those arriving after the late cutoff
point will be given an unauthorised mark for the session even if they are in school so it is important
that your child is in school on time.
If you are removing your child from school for any reason other than absence due to illness an
‘Application of Leave of Absence from School During Term Time’ form will need to be completed
and sent to the office.

BFIS Film
We are so pleased to share with you all our school’s short film. Permission has been given by all
parents/carers for this film to be shared for promoting the school and therefore, please feel free
to share this link with family and friends. Please click on the below link to view on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wb7gvEmbSb8

Follow us on Twitter?
If you have a Twitter account, why not follow our school…

@FarmBarnes

This is a platform for the school to share news and successes. General communication with
parents and carers regarding school arrangements will be through letters and regular newsletters
home.

NSPCC – Speak Out, Stay Safe

Our children at BFIS know that children know they have the right to:




speak out and be heard
be safe
get help when they need it

They know that the following things are NOT OK!







Hitting
Hurting children’s feelings
Privates are private
Not being looked after properly at home
Bullying
Hurting online

We pride ourselves on being a ‘Telling School’ and teach the children that to stay safe and happy,
they must share any worries with a trusted grown–up. If ever your child has any worries, we are
more than happy to help and give advice. Please contact your child’s class teacher or a member
of the Owlets Wellbeing team.

Barnes Farm Infant School Local Governing Body
Katie Corbett – Chair of Governors – Parent Governor
Rebecca Pascoe-Youell – Vice Chair of Governors – Community Governor
Mrs Z. Farmer – Headteacher
Mrs K. Robinson – Assistant Headteacher and Staff Governor
Miss C. Hook – KS1 Leader and Staff Governor
Danielle Jukes – Community Governor
Yvonne Spence – Community Governor

Diary of Events
Please note that with the current Government restrictions due to Covid these
events may be subject to change or cancellation. We will keep you updated
accordingly.

NON PUPIL DAYS
Wednesday 1st September 2021
Thursday 21st October 2021
Friday 22nd October 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Friday 27th May 2022
Summer Term Ends Thursday 21st July 2022

SPRING TERM 1
January/February
Tuesday 1st February
Tuesday 1st February
Wednesday 2nd February
Thursday 3rd February

Friday 4th February
Week Beginning Monday
7th February
Week Beginning
Monday 7th February to
Friday 13th February
Tuesday 8th February
Tuesday 8th February

Friday 11th February
Friday 11th February

Behaviour Workshop –
9.10am
KS1 SATS Workshop
9.15am – 10.00am
KS1 SATS Workshop
6.00pm – 7.00pm
KS1 Panathlon
PSHE Curriculum Workshop
12.30pm on Zoom
Parent and Carer Assembly
Tawny Owl Class – 9.10am
Last Week of Teacher Led
Clubs
Children’s Mental Health
Week
Safer Internet Day
Cheerleading Competition

Parent and Carer Assembly
Hedgehog Class – 9.10am
Last Day of Term

To Be Confirmed
To Be Confirmed
To Be Confirmed
Invite Pupils Only
Information Sent out Via
ParentPay – Link on Letter
Sent
Postponed until Summer
Term

More Details to Follow

Information to Follow
Chelmsford Sports and
Athletics Centre
(Invited Pupils Only)
Postponed until Summer
Term

SCHOOL CLOSES FOR HALF TERM – Friday 11th February 2022 at 3.15pm
HALF TERM HOLIDAY – Monday 14th February 2022 – Friday 18th February 2022

