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Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,
We have been super busy at BFIS this week with a variety of visitors and events. On Monday we held
our Remembrance Assembly with the Junior School to mark 100 years since the end of WW1. The
children were a credit to both schools during the service and we were very please to have the Mayor of
Chelmsford and Governors from both schools joining us.
The Mayor will also be returning to the school next week to speak during one of our assemblies. We are
hoping to find out more about her role in our community and the different duties that she has.
On Thursday, Year 2 visited the Braintree Museum as part of their Victorians topic. The children (and
adults) looked wonderful in their Victorian costumes. There is a fuller article below outlining more
about the day and the children’s experiences. I would like to take this opportunity though to say, ‘Well
done’ to all the Year 2 pupils. As always, their behaviour was perfect and I am so proud of the children
for representing BFIS beautifully.
We have been really lucky this week to ‘show off’ our school to many new visitors from our local area
who were keen to see our school in action as part of the New to Reception 2019 talks. If there are any
parents or carers that would like to visit our school, there will be a further New to Reception 2019 talk.
Individual tours and visit are also warmly welcomed.
New to Reception 2019 talk date:
Thursday 10th January @ 9.15am
Today has been our ‘Spotacular’ day in school, supporting Children in Need. Thank you to all the
children that took part in this fundraising event. We will be able to let you know in next week’s
newsletter just how much we raised as a school through this event.
In Year 1, the children have been creating their own coach company! I was able to see the children in
teams, creating logos, designing buses and thinking creatively as a team to considered what may be
needed in a coach if we were going to travel around the UK. I am pleased to say that one company
decided that a swimming pool onboard was not a great idea.
Year 2 Parents and Carers – IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Infant to Junior School Transfer
The process for Year 2 to 3 transfers has changed for Year 3 admissions into junior schools. Parents of
current Year 2 children need to make a formal application to the junior school through the Council and
can do so via the website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.
The junior admission round opened on Monday 12 November 2018 for this application and the closing
date for applications is 15 January 2019.
From 12 November 2018, applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.

Christmas Craft Day – PTA Event
Friends of Barnes Farm Schools PTA are holding their annual Christmas craft morning in the Junior
School Hall. There will be lots of lovely crafts to fill your morning, so please come and join us. Tickets
cost £2.50 per school child. Additional Information will be sent to parents regarding the event and
payment details. This is always a popular event and tickets will go on sale on Monday 26th November. I
am personally really looking forward to this event and getting into the Christmas Spirit!
Have a great weekend all,
Mrs Farmer

Attendance
Our attendance target for the year is 97%.
Best class attendance this week was Otter and Snowy Owls with 100%. Well done to them both!! 😊
Whole school attendance this week was 96.5%.
Whole school attendance for the year so far is 97.5%.
We continue to encourage and reward excellent attendance at Barnes Farm Infant School. Please
remember to call the office if your child is absent for any reason.
Please be aware that regulations changed from 1 October 2017. Any 10 unauthorised sessions taken
over a 10-week period can now be subject to a Penalty Notice being issued (1 session is a morning or
afternoon). Remember that the school cannot authorise any holidays in term time.

Bookworms of the Week
Well done to all the Super readers this week for reading 5 times at home. Congratulations to Joseph in
Tawny Owl class who won the prize draw for reading at least 5 times this week. His name was picked
out of the cupcake pot and he chose one of Mrs Speller’s special books from the basket to take home.
Otter Class was the winning class who recorded the most children who had read 5 times or more this
week and got to choose a new book for their class library 66% of their children reading 5 times this
week.

Well done Bookworms. Keep Reading!

Achievement Certificates
Well Done to the following Stars of the Week

Badger – Mia N
Fox - Leo
Rabbit - Savvia
Hedgehog – William Ki.
Squirrel – Sofia
Otters - Kitty
Tawny Owl – Millie D
Barn Owl – Ivy
Snowy Owl - Grace
Mathematical Wizards of
the Week

Reception – Indianna (Rabbit)
Year 1 – Rohan (Otter)
Year 2 – Noah T (Tawny Owl)

Well done, children!

Free thinking Friday
What makes
you laugh?
Here are a few of the children’s thoughts:
“My dad’s funny jokes”
“Gummy bears!”
“My teacher”
“Tickles, lots and lots of them”

Philosophical
question of the
week.

Remembrance Assembly
On Monday, we joined up with the Junior School to take part in a special Remembrance Assembly to
remember the brave men and women of World War 1. We sang a touching song called ‘We will
Remember’ alongside the Junior children and in front of the Mayor of Chelmsford, Yvonne Spence,
some of our Governors and special visitors. Heartfelt Remembrance poems were read by the Infants
and Juniors and the Mayor unveiled our new Friendship bench to be shared with both schools.
A touching service to commemorate 100 years since the end of WW1

Our new
Friendship Bench

Year 2 Victorian trip to Braintree Museum
On Thursday, our Year 2 children jumped back in time to
the Victorian times and headed to the Braintree Victorian
Museum. Our Year 2 children and staff looked wonderful
as they all dressed up in Victorian costumes and really
looked the part as they discovered unusual historical
artefacts in the museum, handled household and
schoolroom objects and immersed themselves in drama as
they lined up ready to step back in time to become a Victorian schoolchild in the ‘real’ classroom.
As we stood outside the classroom (which was a real Victorian schoolroom), the boys and girls lined up in
separate lines. Their nails were ‘inspected’ by the School Maam and the boys were let in first to get the
best seats at the back of the room which left the girls to sit on the benches at the front. We thought this
was really unfair but in Victorian times, boys and girls were treated very differently as boys were expected
to get good jobs and the girls were told to work as parlour maids and servants.
During our lesson, the children practised handwriting and arithmetic on slates using chalk sticks and were
told to stand up when the Maam addressed them – boys bowing and girls curtsying. Our singing of the
National Anthem was beautiful, and we learnt about Queen Victoria and Prince Albert.
During playtime, Mrs Speller taught the children some clapping songs such as The good ship sailed on the
alley alley oh! And It’s raining, it’s pouring…
Our children were complemented on their exemplary behaviour by the staff of the Museum.
An amazing day.

More photos will be added to class pages over the next few weeks.

Volunteers
If you are happy to listen to children read on a regular basis or would be able to support us test the
children on their Challenge Me Cards for Mathematics, please come and see me on the playground.
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